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My Best Place, USA

(Remember, average temperatures and precipitation describe climate.)

1.  In general, what kind of climate would you most enjoy?

      a.  Range of temperatures:



 to 

  o F.

      b.  Do you like dry climates?   Y   N    Do you like snow?     Y    N      Do you like a “wet season”?   Y    N

2.  What is the 3-letter code (in quotation marks) on your Local Climatological Data sheet?  


3.  What year is represented by these data? 


4.  What is the range of temperatures that are plotted on your data sheet?  

     (This is found on the left and right sides of the temperature graph, on the Y axis.)




 to 

  o F.           and   


 to       

    o C.

5.  Do the temperatures drop below freezing?     Y     N             Is this important to you?    Y      N

6.  What do you think the curved dark lines represent on the temperature graph?

7.   What does the arch of the curve in the temperature graph tell you?  

      If it’s a high arch, then 









, but if it has 

      very little arch, then 









.

8.  What is the range of precipitation given for this reporting station?



 to 

 in.             and   


 to       

       (cm  or  mm)

9.  What does the precipitation graph tell you? 

--Do you think the Y-axis indicates relatively high or low precipitation amounts?  High   Neither   Low
--How many “events” of relatively high precipitation occurred that year (spikes)?  ___________

--Is there a wet and dry season?   Y    N     If so, which season of the year is wet?  ​​_________________
10.   List the ranges of temperatures in o F. for each of the seasons.  Note that the graph doesn’t lend itself  

        well to the true seasonal beginning (20th or 21st of the month), so just use the months indicated below.



Winter (Jan. – Mar.) 



 to 

  o F.



Spring (Apr. – June)



 to 

  o F.



Summer (July – Sept.)


 to 

  o F.



Autumn (Oct. – Dec.)



 to 

  o F.

11.   List the ranges for precipitation each season.  For each season, do you think this is “wet, moderate, 

   or dry”?

Winter (Jan. – Mar.) 



 to 

  in.     
Wet / Moderate / Dry?



Spring (Apr. – June)



 to 

  in.
Wet / Moderate / Dry?



Summer (July – Sept.)


 to 

  in.
Wet / Moderate / Dry?



Autumn (Oct. – Dec.)



 to 

  in.
Wet / Moderate / Dry?

12.   If snow is important to you, from these graphs, how might you estimate the amount and frequency of snowfall, without actually having the data for type of precipitation?

13.   On the actual datasheet (which you haven’t received yet), there is a column marked “Percent Possible Sunshine”.  For example, Seasonal Affective Disorder is a condition where bright and sunny days make people happier than cloudy days.

Name 2 other medical or health conditions that you think are directly influenced by climate (average temperature and precipitation).










14.  
List 2 or 3 living things that might influence your preference for a particular climate (either that you want to be sure that you have them, or you want to avoid them).  (like scorpions or 

14.  
What are 2 landforms or types of natural areas that might influence your preference for a particular climate or location in the U.S.? 

15.   Which of the cities on the map do you think you have chosen? 






16.   Why do you think that?

And the city is revealed!

17.   Show your teacher your data sheet, and obtain the actual data for that city.   What is the National Weather Service code for that city (in parentheses)?  


18.   Read the first paragraph of the summary for this city, and describe the geographic influences on climate, using bullet points.

19.  Find the Normals, Means, and Extremes table on the back of one of the sheets, and report the year total for each of the following conditions. 

 
a.   How many days had a maximum temperature ( 90 o F. this year? 
 






b.   How many days had a minimum temperature (32o F. this year?






c.   How many days had thunderstorms?
  (W/O means Weather Occurring)






d.
 How many days had precipitation over 1.0 inch?









e.   What is the normal number of days with snowfall ( 1.0 inches?
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